ISSUE 3 &4
WOMEN
& TRADE

GENDER EQUALITY &
EMPOWERING WOMEN

LIGHTING
THE DARK

F. K
F G

THE POTENTIAL OF
WOMEN-OWNED
ENTERPRISES

INTERNATIONAL TRADE

FORUM

= 4 o
% 10s

WOMEN AND
THE GLOBAL
MARKETPLACE




FORUM

FEATURE
Lighting The Dark

LIGHTING
I'HE DARK

IN COMMUNITIES AROUND THE
WORLD, STRONG AND DEDICATED
WOMEN ARE BREAKING GENDER
STEREOTYPES TO EARN

THE INCOME THEY NEED TO
SUPPORT THEIR FAMILIES.
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The story of women earning money to send their
children to school can be told in many ways.

Around the world, female artisans are using
skills their mothers taught them te make and sell
crafts that are considered "women's work" in their
cultures: rugs in Morocco and Turkey; beadwork
in South Africa; weaving in Guatemala; appliqué
in Panama; embroidery in India and Thailand;
pottery in Nepal; knitting in Bolivia. While docu-
menting their stories, these women became my
friends and teachers. They showed that the world
is smaller — and women's spirits are larger — than
Thad ever imagined,

Today, everywhere I work I find local women
helping each other to solve the intractable prob-
lems that make life difficult for them and their
families. These grass-roots women's groups are
using creative strategies and entrepreneurial
approaches to light the dark.
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03 Taxi driver,
Kathmandu, Nepal

Women in Nepal and Nicaragua are bravely vio-
lating gender roles and performing jobs that have
been considered inappropriate for women: driving
taxis in Kathmandu; leading treks in the Himalayas;
working as welders, carpenters and electricians in
Condega. These jobs offer more opportunity and
income than typical "women's work"

Near Kisumu, Kenya, 43 rural women's
groups are tackling poverty, disease and malnu-
trition. They arrange to have deep wells dug on
credit, then sell water (a jerrycan-full costs a few
cents). Over time, they repay the drillers, then use
the revenue from water to buy seeds so they can
grow food.

These dedicated women are the focus of my lat-
est book. Eighteen of the 23 groups in Women
Who Light the Dark are grantees of the Global
Fund for Women, which receives all royalties
from the book. My decision to create books
as philanthropic projects was inspired by the
example of heroic, entrepreneurial, low-income
women in the developing world whose lives
demonstrate new ways to create economic,
social and artistic legacies.

In Her Hands: Craftswomen Changing the World (co-
authored by Toby Tuttle) and Women Who Light the
Dark are published by PowerHouse Books
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